
Our Inquiry: 
 

SPS 2010—Who are we? 
 

Telling our story through 
symbols. 

 
 

Sylvia Park School 
 

Class Murals Created in 2010 

Longford Street 

Sylvia Park 

Auckland 

Dagmar Dyck 
 

Thank you for inspiring us to 

tell our story through Art.  

We think your work is  

awesome because it’s cool 

to look at and it has great 

meaning. 



 

Our Mural Story:  We wanted to show eve-

ryone that learning is fun, that we love 

learning and that the playgr ound represents 

“fun”. 

The foundations of (school) learning are 

numbers, words and letters, a focus in 

Room 1 

We were influenced by the artist Don      

Binney who uses bold symbol s for drawing 

his birds. 

 

“Our School Rules” 
Created by Room 2 

Our mural story:  Our class mural tells every-

one our school  rules. We want everyone to 

know that our  school is a safe place to learn, 

play and have fun.   We take care of one an-

other, we play nicely together. We work very 

hard. We keep trying and do our  best and we 

never give up. 

We were influenced by the artist Don Binney 

who uses bol d symbols for drawing his birds. 

We used lines, shapes, bri ght colours and 

acrylic paint just like Don Binney.   

We used symbols to tell our story:   

Hands -no punching, no touching other       

children’s stuff 

Feet-no kicking or being in the wrong place 

Sad Faces-no teasing, no calling names  

“Learning is Fun” 
Created by Room 1 

“Our Children-Our Environment” 
Created by Room 3 

Our mural story: We drew the playground 

to illustrate and symbolize us all  working 

together. Room 3 created a mural based on 

our school’s environment and recr eational 

activities that the Junior School takes part 

in. 

Symbols: We used a range of symbols, 

lines, bright colours and shapes to illustrate 

this. Throughout the process of creating / 

designing the mural we all participated and 

contributed by sketching and hel ping to 

paint the mural. 

We were influenced by the artist Dagmar 

Dyck and Jenny Rattenbur y. Both artists 

use a range of colours, symbols, shapes 

and lines which look simple yet effect ive. 

We drew shapes that  symbolize children to 

represent the Junior School Students. 

 



Our Mural Story:  

Our mural is influenced by Tracy Tawhiao 

who uses simple yet clear symbols in her 

artworks.  We used her ideas to place our 

key symbols in puzzle pieces.  We used jig-

saw puzzles as a background to show that 

each symbol  in each piece is closely related 

to each other.  A balanced scale represents 

that we are being fair all the time.   

Holding hands in circle means we work and 

play nicely in the school .  Our mural tells 

about happy r elationships among teacher s, 

students and par ents.  We include others, 

help each other  when there is something 

hard to do and respect one another . 

“Loving learning and playing!” 
Created by Room 5 

Our Mural Story: At Sylvia Park School we 

love and care for our school , each other and 

our learning. We stay fit and healthy so we can 

keep trying to get to the top. We were Influ-

enced by the artist Dagmar Dyck because  she 

uses patterns, colours and lines to represent 

her culture and who she i s. 

Key symbols used and why: 

• Ladder for maths stages.  

• Rocket for  reading stages.  

• Koru heart from our school logo to show love. 

• Arrows for keeping on trying to get the top. 

• Fruit and vegetables for healthy people.   

“Happy Relationships” 
Created by Room 4 

“Kotahitanga!” 
Created by Room 6 

Our Mural Story: We are from different cultures 

in Sylvia Park School but we are united in our 

learning. We were influenced by the Artist-

Tracey Tawhiao. She uses Maori symbols in her 

art to spread her important message of preserv-

ing nature.  She also uses words in art.  Her 

symbols reflect her culture. 

Key symbols used and why: 

Flags of all the students in our class to reflect the 

children’s cultures at Sylvia Park School. 

The New Zealand Flag because we are all part of 

NZ Aotearoa even with our different cultures; we 

all learn the same in school, and we learn to re-

spect other cultures. 

Arrows of our logo-chain show strong links to each 

other and our community. 

Words - Unity / Kotahitanga.  Maori unity and + 
symbol means cultures are blended but unique.   

 



Our Mural Story:  

Dagmar Dyck’s work has helped us to express 

who we are (sense of belonging) and what is 

important to us at Sylvia Park School. Our mu-

rals show how we the students are the guardi-

ans of our school and its treasures. Learning is 

a key factor at school and we want to share our 

learning with  everyone. 

Key symbols used and why: 

Tiki for guardian. 

Speech bubble coming from tiki to show guard-

ian of te reo Maori so the language will be pre-

served though the generations. 

Koru-showing progression of learning. 

 

 

“Aroha, Ahurea, Akoranga” 
Created by Room 8 

Our Mural Story: Our murals show that de-
spite our diversity we can come together  as 
one with love for our learning and travel  the 
journey of learning together.   
 
Our Murals were influenced by Dagmar  Dyck 
and Emily Karaka. 
 
Key Symbols used and why: 
 
• SPS logo and school  uniform colours to 

represent our school. 
• Symbols from different continents ar ound 

the world to represent the diverse cultures 
within our school. 

• Tekoteko and amo of whar enui shown 
encompassing nga hau e wha (different  

   cultures) 
• Koru shown on path to represent journey 

of life through learning. 

“Nga Tamariki Kaitiaki o Te Puna Waiora” 
Created by Room 7 

“Our Cultural Identity” 
Created by Room 11 

Our Mural Story:  Our murals show the im-
portance of cul tures and the partnerships 
we have in learning between students, fami -
lies and teacher s.  They also show growth 
and raising achievement in learning. SPS 
provides a safe and secur e environment to 
support both academic growth in literacy 
and mathematics as well  as character de-
velopment.  
We were influenced by Dagmer  Dyck who 
uses Paci fic images and Gretchen Albrecht 
who uses br ight colours to convey mood.  
 
Key symbols we used and  why:   
 
• Koru patterns/leaf/moon and cr oss- 

represents cultures. 
• Child, parents – teacher – partnership 

in learning. 
• Plants / waka / ladder – represents 

growth 
• Ball/hoops-represent active sports 
 

 



Our mural story:  We have so many di ffer-
ent cultures in our class but so much in 
common with each other.  We are showing 
different cultures being brought together by 
something we love, such as spor t, music 
and religion.  We used the koru as a symbol 
to represent Te Puna Waiora.  The symbols 
along the top represent culture and the 
symbols along the bottom show the thi ngs 
that link our cultures together . 
 
 
We were influenced by Dagmar  Dyck who 
uses cultural symbols to show who she i s.  
We used cultural symbols to show where 
we are from.  We were also influenced by 
Banksy because st encils save time and are 
different to boring brushes.   

 

“The Journey” 
Created by Room 13 

Our Mural Story: “The Journey” by Room 13 
2010 is a collaborative effort in which all 28 
students have had the oppor tunity to depict 
their educational journey. The use of black, 
red and whi te in their shoes is symbolic of the 
uniformity of educat ion, while the uniqueness 
that each student  brings to the classr oom.  
Their characters radiate colours and represent 
qualities that the students associate wi th such 
as strength, humour and power.   
The Dr. Seuss quote binds all four panels to-
gether and underlines the essence of individu-
als moving forward in life, through the common 
shared bond of education. 
We were influenced by Jackson Poll ock whose 
art represents freedom of technique. We were 
also influenced by Pi casso’s use of shapes 
and colours. 
Symbols we used were:  
Shoes:  
• Symbolise forward movement 
• Black symbol izes school shoes 
• Different shapes and styl es symbolize 

individuality 
Characters: 
• Symbolise qualities the students see in 

themselves and admi re. 

“We are different but the same” 
Created by Room 12 

“A Pot of Gold” 
Created by Room 14 

Our Mural Story:  Our mural is based on 
the idea of a rainbow.  It is made up of al l 
colours of the rainbow to r epresent different 
cultures that are in our school which is com-
bined by one common thr ead (maroon-our 
school colour). It shows us di fferent win-
dows of oppor tunity starting with maths with 
the overall  plus sign. It is also divided into 
four parts to represent four key areas of our 
learning which is Maths, Reading, Writing 
and Inquiry or topic. 
 
The rainbow col ours signify happiness and 
harmony.  This means joining together to 
form friendships and lasting relationships 
that we can take wi th us when we leave 
school. It is simple yet sophisticated! 
 
We were influenced by Dagmar  Dyck and 
Leonardo Da Vi nci because we were trying 
to combine cultural symbols with colours 
and textures for effect. 
 
It has been put t ogether through team work 

because together  we can conquer  anything.  

 




